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Army and ordnance in Ireland 3,675,315 
Miscellaneous services, payment 
to idiot expenditure, tic. 3,992,389 

18,398,159 



Irish debt created between 1 773 
and 1813, of which about six 
millions bas been redeemed by 
means of a sinking fund of 
6S<f,899i . . 81,915,700 

There is also an unfunded debt 

of . . 2,753,898 

Whratani Wheat flour. 
£xported. Imported. 

In 1 701 '. 98,324 Qrs. 1 Qra. 

In 1721 . 81,633 ... O 
In 1741 . 45,417 ... 40 
In 1761 . 441,956 ... 

la 1781 . 103,021 159,866 

In 1801 . 28,406 1,424,766 
In 1810 . 75,785 1,530,691 
In 1811 . 97,765 £92,058 

in 1812 . 46,325 246,376 

The. preceding items will serve the 
public as materials for thinking, and with 
that view they are transferred to the pages 
of tberMonthly Magazine. In some sub- 
sequent extracts it is proposed to intro- 
duce various interesting facts relative to 
particular branches of revenue and expen- 
diture, for the purpose of further illustra- 
tion and information. 



To the Right Htmtntrahle and Honourable 

the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen 

Alanufaetures, 

The Manorial of the Merchants, Manufacturers 

and Bleachers, of 'the Town and Vhinily of 

Belfast, 

Sbeweth, 
That your Memorialists have received 
from the Inspector of the Southern dis- 
trict of this County, a communication from 
your Honourable Board, intimating, that 
the Lords ;f. Trade have it in contempla- 
tion to abolish the transit duty.of 15 per 
cent, on foreign linens exported from Great 
Britain. 

Your Memorialists having been of late 
years frequently compelled by the export 
merchant of Britain, to bring this impor- 
tant question under consideration, are de- 
cidedly of tiie opinion, that if it is carried 
inio effect, it must and will be ruinous to 
tbe peace, welfare, and happiness of this 
country, by losing tbe only trade that the 
pout and middle class of society have for 



their support. At present, nearly a}l the 
rents of the Province of Ulster, ate paid 
by the induitry of the spinning wheel and 
loom : — Stop them, and what must the eon- 
sequence be? Will the people, robbed 
of their only support, see «heir miserable 
families starve ? Can any thing short of 
robbery and insurrection be expected ? 
Will the late or former Insurrection Acts 
prevent such calamities .' Memorialist* 
are of opinioa they, will not. 

Memorialists beg to call the attention of 
your Honourable Board to the very une- 
qual situation of the linen manufactures of 
this country with those on the continent ; 
where the necessaries of life are very aheap, 
wages extremely low, in consequence of 
the burdens of taxation being very trifling, 
when compared with what exists in this 
country. Memorialists do not hesitate tjo 
assert, that if tbe transit duty be taken of, 
it is sacrificing tbe staple trade of Ireland 
for the interest of a few export merchants 
of Great Britain. Memorialists beg leave 
to ask, will the British Gsvernment admit 
the o(her manufactures of the continent in- 
to England on bond, to be exported free 
of duty : such as woollens, cottons, «ut« 
lery, hats, lace, silk and cotton stockings, 
gtoves,and a great variety of other articles ? 
If all the manufactures of the continent 'are 
to be admitted on the same terms as linens, 
.then, and not until then, will memorialists 
be satisfied with the justice of the act. 
Then the export merchant can assort hi* 
cargo to. perfection. But so long as the 
woollen, silken, and other fabrics of Brit- 
ish manufacture are protected by prohi- 
bitions, never can Memorialists be son. 
vinced of the justice of sacrificing the staple 
of Ireland for the interest of a few indivi- 
duals. 

Your Memorialists beg leave to remind 
yo»r Honourable Board of the.melancholy 
situation of some of the large manufactur- 
ing districts in England, where the manu- 
factures are protected from imports of 
similar articles by prohibition. Yet, even 
there, the strong arm of' the law hat not 
given security to a vast many highly re- 
spectable manufacturers, whose improve- 
ments in machinery tended to bring the 
article cheaper to market, than by manual 
labour; the- consequence has been, and 
still exists, that their frames, houses, and 
other property were destroyed, and in 
many instances the lives of the proprietors 
were in great danger. What would be 
the consequence in Yorkshire and other 
counties, were the woollens of the cbati- 
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nent admitted on bond, » be exported 
free of transit duty ? Would any thing 
ihort of insurrection be the consequence i 
Are the inhabitants of Ireland ten prone 
to acts of violence when roused by hun- 
ger, than the English I If not, what must 
be expected ? 

Tour Memorialists beg leave to say that 
a repeal of the transit duty on foreign 
linens would be a violation of the Act of 
Union ; When that act took place the duty 
was S3 and a-third, but that law having 
been suffered to expire about the year 
1809, the most ruinous effects were the 
consequence to the linen trade of Ireland, 
until another law was passed, viz. the 50th 
of the King, chap. 26 ; since which the 
trade has revived, and which Memorialists 
are decidedly of opinion is not more than 
sufficient to protect the trade ; but to a- 
bolish that, would be the destruction of 
this province. 

Your Memorialists are aware that the 
British or other merchants can export linen 
from Bremen, &c. free of duty, to which 
Memorialists have no objection, being well 
aware that can but seldom take place, to 
the market for which they are ultimately 
intended, as an assorted cargo cannot be 
obtained there, and an entire cargo of 
linens would glut almost any market ; con- 
sequently, the great anxiety of the British 
export merchant for the repeal of the tran- 
sit duty; although they are well aware 
that they must pay more for foreign linens 
in London even with the' repeal of that 
law, than the same could be exported for 
from the continent. Memorialists are told 
that the Americans, prior to the present 
war, carried the linen* of the continent to 
what markets they pleased, fret •/ Jut). 
This Memorialists deny. ' ' The American* 
carried German linen* to their mv» cmntty, 
on which a duty was always paid ; of late 
years it h.is been 30 per cent, and ten per 
tent, ou that duty. If exported within*u*/*« 
tenths, the exporter was entitled to draw 
back the 30 per cent, subject to some small 
deduction, tut net the lO per cent. The 
freight and insurance were consequently 
higher oa a long voyage than to London ; 
and in America, store-rent, cartage, and 
all charges, are more expensive than in 
Britain : eo that the advantages gained by 
the American merchant over the English, 
are very trifling, if any. The other ar- 
gument- made use of is, that the export 
•""chant cannot assort his cargo without 
German -.Linens, for the Spanish and other 
n»arkeu: to which Memorialists reply, 



that tbey may as well complain that they 
cannot assort their cargo unless the Bri- 
tish Government will admit the woollen* of 
Holland and France into England to be ex- 
ported free of transit doty; also, French 
silks, gloves, and every other article al- 
ready enumerated as German linens ; and 
Memorialists are well informed, and do 
believe, that the Woollen cloths of Hol- 
land and France have a decided prefer- 
ence, (although higher priced,) in' the 
French, Spanish and Danish Settlements to 
those of British manufacture. But tie 
British export merchant well knows bbV 
vain it would be for bim to apply for'a, 
repeal of the prohibitory laws for the pro- 
tection of that staple branch : and must 
the staple of Ireland, the only manufacture 
this country has brought to any perfection, 
be sacrificed rb theory, whilst the manu, 
factures of Britain are wisely protected? r 
Tour Memorialists look with confidence 
to your Honourable Board for that protec- 
tion and support which alone can protect 
this province from destruction. 



ILLEGAL TOLL*. 

At the present period, when a resolu- 
tion appears to be general jn several parts 
of the country, to investigate the illegal- 
ity of claims made for toll* in the town 
of Belfast, it may be useful to subjoin the 
following statement of the law on this sub- 
ject. 

It is said, that the inhabitants of Mary- 
borough, also, are determined to resist 
the illegal demand of rolls in that town, 
and to compel the burgomaster or chief 
magistrate to comply with the law, and a* 
is required, to hang up at the Market, 
house a schedule of the tolls. All tolls 
demanded in any fair, town, city, or bo- 
rough, not specified in the charter, are 
illegal, and, for such illegality, the charter 
is liable to be forfeited. 

K And whereas great abuses have pre- 
vailed in cities and towns corporate in thi* 
kingdom by the exacting of several un- 
reasonable and excessive toils of corn, 
grain, and other goods and merchandizes, 
not warranted by law, charter, or usage j 
for remeily whereof, be it enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, that the mayor or 
other chief magistrate of every city or 
town corporate, shall cause a schedule ot 
the duties, toll or customs claimed by 
the corporation »f such city or town cor* 
porate, to be bung up in some conspicipu* 
part of the matket-houae or market- 



